
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from Lower Moreland Township School District… 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had an opportunity to find time to spend with family and 
friends over the winter break.  LMTSD is looking forward to an exciting and rewarding 2019 and 
we wish our community the same.  Throughout the month of December and now into January, 
I’ve had the pleasure of meeting with groups of students, teachers, support staff, 
administrators, parents, and community members in order to continue my focus on learning 
about the school district and community.  In doing so, it has allowed me an opportunity to 
assess current district initiatives and priorities while at the same time learn about school 
community norms and values.  Purposely, these 
group meetings are intended to help build 
relationships with all stakeholders while at the 
same time confirm systems are integrated and 
aligned in order to ensure supportive student 
learning environments.  Data received through the 
online survey tool this fall, as well as feedback 
themes generated through focus group meetings 
will be shared with the LMTSD community in early 
February.  Additionally, work has begun on the 
district’s feasibility and enrollment studies being 
conducted by KCBA Architects.  These studies will 
allow for clearer long-range facilities and financial 
planning.   
 
The third Monday of every January is a federal holiday  
marking the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.  On January 21st, LMTSD will recognize the 
Martin Luther King Day through service.  The District has many ways for your family to be 
involved as we seek to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King.   
 

 Pine Road Elementary School is hosting its 2nd Annual service event and is looking for 
volunteers from 8:30 am-12:00 pm to help assemble “breakfast bags” that will be 
donated to local groups in Huntingdon Valley and the surrounding communities.  An 
outside clean-up activity also needs volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer your time 
or donate supplies, you can sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b49a4ae23aa8-2ndannual. 

 

 Murray Avenue School is inviting the 8th grade to come together at school from 9:00 
a.m.-10:30 a.m. to create care packages for children placed in emergency foster care.  
Details about items that may be donated for the care packages are available here.   
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The LMHS Basketball Team participated in 
the 3rd Annual Bicentennial Athletic League 
Classic – Coaches vs. Cancer. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b49a4ae23aa8-2ndannual
https://www.lmtsd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=13543&dataid=27316&FileName=MLK%20Day%20of%20Service%20MA%201819.pdf


 

 

 Lower Moreland High School is working with Lower Moreland Township to provide a 
fresh coat of paint to the stairway and hallway of Red Lion Gym (which is located at the 
back of the Huntingdon Valley Library complex).  The Gym serves our community as a 
sports facility, a special events space, and a polling place. Volunteers are needed from 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Painting supplies and gloves will be provided.  If you would like to 
volunteer, you can sign up here:  https://goo.gl/forms/ZknVqnj7WfkGOtkZ2. 
 

Annually, Lower Moreland High School prepares a published school profile intended to inform 
college admissions officials, local realtors and homebuyers regarding our district’s outstanding 
credentials and educational data.  Please click here to find the 2018-2019 edition. 
 
Lastly, increasing our efforts to generate alternative revenue sources which help to offset costs 
is an important element in district budgeting.  To that end, the District is advertising the 
availability of space within our buildings for rent/lease during non-school hours.  The spaces are 
fully furnished and include WiFi access, and, in most cases, Smartboard technology.  Most 
educational spaces range between 900 to 1,000 square feet with some larger meeting rooms 
available upon request.  Spaces can be made available any day after 3:00 p.m. and weekends 
are also available.  If you know of a group or organization that might be interested, please 
contact Lower Moreland Township School District Administration at (215) 938-0272. 
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Business (Mr. Mark McGuinn, Business Manager): 

 
The State of Pennsylvania requires all school districts to 
prepare budgets for their General Fund which account for the 
day-to-day operations of the school district.  The budget is 
prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles, and accounting during the year must also meet 
these standards.  Budgets must be approved by June 30 for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1 and ending June 30 of the  
subsequent year.  For the Lower Moreland Township School  
District, the budget process begins in September of the  
preceding year when the Act 1 index is announced.  This index is  
set by the State and denotes a limit a district can raise local real estate taxes.  For the 2019/20 
budget year, this index is 2.3%.  From September 2018 through June 2019, the Administration 
and School Board will work to adopt a Preliminary Budget (January 2019), Proposed Final 
Budget (May 2019), and, finally, a Final Budget (June 2019) where a tax rate is set by the Board 
of School Directors.  For more detailed information on the budget process, view current and 
past budget documents and also view other financial information, please visit the Business 

  District News: 

Murray Avenue School students 
participated in a Skype a Scientist 
session with Dr. Becky Chong, an 
evolutionary biologist from the 
University of Hawaii. 

https://goo.gl/forms/ZknVqnj7WfkGOtkZ2
https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/1015


 

Manager of the Lower Moreland Township School District website page at 
https://www.lmtsd.org/domain/16. 
      

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment 
(Mrs. Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction): 
 
In a prior newsletter, elements that are included 
in the Future Ready PA Dashboard were 
shared.  Included among these is data collected to 
inform college and career readiness across the 
Commonwealth.  In order to better understand 
the requirements and expectations related to 
students at the local level, please click  
here. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Human Resources/Public Relations (Mrs. Cheryl Galdo, Esq., Director of HR/PR) 

 
The School Board adopted a Wellness Policy in 2017 that complies with the National School 
Lunch guidelines.  The policy requires that the District establish a Wellness Committee with 
various stakeholders, including parents and students.  A copy of the Wellness Policy and 
information about the Wellness Committee can be found here.   
 

Murray Avenue students enjoyed hot chocolate in the Library after 
Community Outreach visits to Holy Redeemer Village and Gloria Dei. 

Mrs. Antoni’s 2nd Grade Class uses Chromebooks 
during a reading lesson. 

https://www.lmtsd.org/domain/16
https://www.smore.com/mur5s
https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/13094


 

Meetings of the Wellness Committee are held three times a year from 6 p.m.-7 p.m.  If you 
would like to join the Wellness Committee, please contact Cheryl Galdo, Director of Human 
Resources/Public Relations, at cgaldo@lmtsd.org. 
 
Information about the District’s food services program can be found 
here.  On this page, you can find breakfast and lunch menus and 
information about Smart Snack requirements from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. The Smart Snacks in School regulations apply to those 
food items that are available for purchase during the school day that are 
separate from the standard meal.  

 
Technology (Dr. Jason Hilt, Director of Technology): 

 
The Technology Department supports information technology systems 
and instructional technology programs and practices in the District. 
Below is a snapshot of some exciting and innovative activities at each 
building provided by technology council members. 
 
Pine Road: Third grade is learning about how geography influences our way of life. Diane 
Farber's class participated in a Mystery Google Hangout and met a class from Michigan. 
Students used map skills to guess the location of each school and share highlights.

 
 

Kindergarten students in Mrs. 
Kasner’s class practice sharing with 
their friends. 

Students in Mrs. Farber’s 3rd Grade Classroom used Google Hangout to talk with students in Michigan. 

mailto:cgaldo@lmtsd.org
https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/13327


 

Murray Avenue: Students in Brooke Mulroy’s Introduction to Design Class used a background 
development website to create color schemes and patterns. Students also used the website 
https://roomstyler.com/ to create interiors. View student examples here. 
 
High School: World Studies students in classes with Carole Burton-Haldeman/Jessica 
Ashenbrenner, John Haldeman/Tom Church, and Sandy Oechslin/Kimberly McGlonn chose a 
topic about life during World War I and created an interactive, educational museum-style 
presentation. Working collaboratively, students made connections between then and now and 
to a specific World Studies theme. Here are a few photos of students using tech tools for their 
presentations including Google Forms, Google Expeditions, HP Reveal Augmented Reality, and 
Kahoot! on student Chromebooks and iPads. 
 

 

https://roomstyler.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/137B3U4qy9W8FGf_xufTnb98vEdUWrZzg
https://www.google.com/forms/about/
https://edu.google.com/products/vr-ar/expeditions/?modal_active=none
https://www.hpreveal.com/
https://kahoot.com/


 

   
Special Education (Mr. Frank Giordano, Director of 
Special Education and Student Services): 
 

On February 1st at 7:00 PM in the Lower Moreland High School 
auditorium, Mrs. Cerruti’s and Mrs. McCaffrey’s Life Skills classes 
will be hosting their annual Lip Sync Show.  This show has been 
presented for the last eight years and is typically the highlight of 
the year for Mrs. Cerruti’s and Mrs. McCaffrey’s students. This 
year, as in years past, they will be joined by Mrs. Cohen’s class 
from Pine Road School as well as classes from Jenkintown, 
Hatboro-Horsham, and Springfield School Districts and all are 
assisted by our buddy classes from the High School.  Please make 
plans to attend as this is always an evening to remember and one 
that gets bigger every year.     
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School Counselor Mrs. 
Dallahan talks to Pine Road 
students about how to handle 
bullying. 


